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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.56, the Office's attention is directed to the patents, publications 
and other information listed on the attached PTO-1449. A copy of each 
listed document is enclosed except for: (a) pending applications or 
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Serial No.: 09/908,106 
Filing Date: 07/18/2001 
Which application is a continuation of: 

Serial No: 09/090,445 (now abandoned) 
Filing Date: 06/04/1998 

Regarding the documents listed on the attached PTO-1449, Applicant 
believes the same may qualify as "prior" art to this application and should 
be treated accordingly, although Applicant reserves the right to contest the 
prior art status of any document cited herein. 

Regarding each listed document that is not in the English language, 
an English-language translation accompanies this Statement as indicated 
on the attached PTO-1449. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b), this Statement is being filed before 
the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No fee is required. 
However, if this Statement is not filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, the Office is authorized to charge the required 
fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p) to Deposit Account No. 50-0503 for 
consideration of this Statement. 


Dated: February 17, 2004 

RYNDAK & SURI 
30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 2630 
Chicago, IL 60602 
Telephone: (312) 214-7770 
Facsimile: (312) 214-7715 


Respectfully submitted, 



,<James D. RynJaak 
Reg. No. 28,754 
Attorney for Applicant 
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